INTRODUCTION
The Todas are on of the most important aboriginal tribal groups living in the Nilgiri district of Tamil Nadu. Traditionally, they are pastoralists and dairy-men. The whole Toda community is divided into two major groups viz., Tarthar (Rivers, 1906; Raghunathan 1976; Walker 1986 ). According to their own conceptional frame work of social stratification, Peikis enjoy the highest social status than other groups. Todas live in villages called Munds which means herds. Their population in the Nilgiri district is 1600 (Census, 1981) .
The plant Mahonia leschenaultia is known in common parlance as Holy-leaved Berry belonging to family Berberidaceae. This plant is of potential value as a medicine besides its used in religious ceremonies. In Toda term it is called Thovari which means Purifier. The stem bark of the plant is made into paste in water and in administered orally as an effective remedy to newly delivered women against fever, cold and also to arrest other complications during post-natal period.
In Toda community females are forbidden to enter their temple. The leaves are soaked in water and this holy water is sprinkled during annual temple festivals as a purification ritual to get rid of the bad effects caused by women trespassers into the temple. Medicinal Use : The berries are edible, and considered diuretic, demulcent in dysentery (Kirthikar & Basu, 1935) .
Alkaloids : The root, stem-bark and wood contains Umbellatine and Neprotine (Wealth of India, 1962) .
